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SUBJECT
The King County Metro Transit Access to Transit Study.
SUMMARY
Today’s special workshop meeting of the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) will afford an opportunity for RTC members to discuss and exchange ideas on two topics.  The first, covered in agenda item #3, is the Access to Transit Study and, in particular, reports due by July 1, 2015 on the Study’s Task A.1 relating to the definition of “access to transit” and Task A.4, current access to transit habits, respectively.
A brief background presentation is under development and may be emailed to RTC members on Monday, March 16.

On February 25, the RTC approved Proposed Substitute Motion 2015-0032, accepting the Access to Transit Study Phase 1 Report; the County Council adopted the motion on March 2. The RTC amended the motion to request an additional report to be completed by July 1, 2015, defined thus:

B.  A report summarizing the results of Task A.1, defining "access", including a literature review and best practices of how jurisdictions and transit agencies define access, identified in Attachment A to Motion 14089 shall be completed by July 1, 2015.


C.  A report summarizing the results of Task A.4., compiling existing information on current access to transit habits, identified in Attachment A to Motion 14089 and a report on park and ride users shall be completed by July 1, 2015.

This RTC workshop is intended to foster discussion among the RTC members in order to provide clarity and direction to guide the development of the report due in July.  This is an important listening opportunity for the Transit staff, who have provided the following draft notes on this part of the workshop: 

RTC Workshop objectives related to Transit Access

· Clarify what outcomes members would like from the Access to Transit Study process

· Clarify specific issues or concerns related to access that should be addressed 

· Provide a quick overview on existing information on access to transit

Questions to consider

1) What outcomes should the Access to Transit process lead to? 

2) What is not working now– what are existing barriers to transit access? 

3) How should access to transit be measured and quantified? 

4) Should there be major capital investments to improve transit access? 

5) How should transit access capital investments be funded?

BACKGROUND

The Access to Transit Study Work Plan was developed by King County Metro Transit in response to policy direction in Ordinance 17641, approving the 2013 update of the Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 (TSP).  In early 2014, the Regional Transit Committee (RTC) and County Council approved Motion 14089, accepting the Access to Transit Work Plan.
The Work Plan and motion approving it are available on line at the following link:

http://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2104042&GUID=2D332875-3C8F-4F1E-A946-08BB420F3DB9&Options=Advanced&Search=

Proposed Substitute Motion 2015-0032, approved by the RTC and County Council earlier this year, accepts the Phase 1 Report and requests the report that is due on July 1, 2015.  The Phase 1 Report and motion are available on the following link:

http://mkcclegisearch.kingcounty.gov/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2108240&GUID=511122B2-C9D0-4E76-983D-428FEB3C8892&Options=ID|&Search=2015-0032
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