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Subject
Proposed adoption of Amendments to the Board of Health (BOH) Rabies Regulations (Code of the King County Board of Health, Chapter 8.04, Rabies). 
Summary

Public Health - Seattle & King County (Public Health) has a responsibility to protect human health and safety against the spread of rabies from infected animals. Rabies is a fatal viral disease and a serious public health problem. The Rabies Regulations of the Zoonotic Disease Prevention Regulations (BOH Title 8) provide Public Health with the mechanisms for preventing and controlling the spread of rabies to humans. The regulations also address rabies vaccination for dogs, cats, ferrets, and livestock, and management of animals that either potentially expose humans to rabies or are exposed to suspected or confirmed rabid animals themselves.
The purpose of the proposed amendments is to conform the BOH Rabies Regulations to current veterinary medical standards for the reporting, control, and prevention of rabies. These standards are described in the National Association of State Public Health Veterinarian’s Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control (2011), a best practice document created by a workgroup of experts from across the country. More specifically, the proposed amendments:
· Update the rabies vaccination requirements for dogs, cats and ferrets and conform the rabies vaccination supervision requirements;

· Conform the rabies reporting requirements to the State of Washington Notifiable Conditions Regulations for tracking communicable diseases and other conditions (Chapter 246-101 WAC); 
· Update the requirements for managing dogs, cats, ferrets and other animals that potentially expose humans to rabies;

· Update the requirements for managing animals exposed to suspected or confirmed rabid animals; and
· Update and clarify definitions and other terminology.

The proposed amendments are necessary to be up-to-date with best practices of rabies prevention and control and to align with the state’s reporting requirements of suspected rabies exposures.

Background

The Rabies Regulations were last updated on April 16, 2004 (R&R 04-01). Since that time, there have been changes in best practices concerning rabies prevention and control, as described in the Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention and Control, as well as changes to Washington Administrative Code (WAC) provisions that address rabies. In 2011, the Washington State Department of Health completed revisions to Chapter 246-101 WAC that address notifiable conditions. Under these revisions, the reporting of all animal bites is no longer required; instead, only those situations in which human exposure to rabies is suspected are required to be reported to the local health jurisdiction (LHJ). For the purposes of reporting, “suspected rabies exposure” includes two conditions listed in the 2011 rule revisions:
1. Rabies, suspected human exposure (due to a bite from or other exposure to an animal that is suspected of being infected with rabies); and 

2. Animal bites (when human exposure to rabies is suspected).
The proposed amendments will align the King County BOH Rabies Regulations with Chapter 246-101 WAC.
In addition, a new rule, WAC 246-100-197, went into effect on January 1, 2012, that requires that an owner of a dog, cat, or ferret have it vaccinated against rabies and revaccinated following veterinary standards. This requirement already exists in the King County BOH Rabies Regulations.
Stakeholders
Public Health shared a summary description of the proposed amendments with key stakeholders through various channels. A few of the major stakeholders, such as large animal control agencies, received personal communication. In October 2014, the summary description was included in the professional newsletter of the Puget Sound Veterinary Medical Association (“Vet-Rap”) in tandem with articles by Public Health regarding rabies epidemiology, dog import issues, and veterinarians’ role in rabies prevention. In December 2014, the summary description was included the Epi-Log & VacScene, a quarterly Public Health publication that reaches health care providers. Comments and suggestions were invited and readers were notified that the full code revision would be made available upon request. Public Health did not receive any comments or suggestions through the stakeholder outreach process.
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