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- DRAFT - 
Transportation, Economy & Environment Committee
Economic Development Strategic Innovation Priority
Progress Report and Work Plan

King County’s economy encompasses many diverse industrial clusters, including aerospace, information technology, maritime, life sciences, financial services, clean technology, transportation/logistics, and tourism. Our region is home to many internationally-recognized businesses – Fortune 500 companies whose innovations have created or completely changed the markets in which they work, such as Amazon.com, Boeing, Costco, Microsoft, Nordstrom, Paccar, Starbucks, and others. Our region’s beauty, entrepreneurial spirit, and economic strength attract high-skilled people from around the world who seek to make this their home. 

In King County, the economic turnaround following the Great Recession has been stronger locally than in the rest of the nation: King County’s unemployment rate had dropped to 4.4 percent by November of 2014, well below the national rate of 5.5 percent (not seasonally adjusted). Despite these signs of recovery, opportunities exist to continue to strengthen the regional economy, and many county residents have not shared in the County’s prosperity. Businesses need customers who can afford to buy their products; the more King County residents who are paid at least a living wage, the more customers there will be for county businesses, and the less need there will be for county government to allocate scarce resources to supporting those who have difficulty supporting themselves.
The Council took an important step toward strengthening the demand side of our local economy by adopting a living wage ordinance in 2014. On the supply side, we need to focus on providing essential services, like transportation and efficient permitting processes, and we can continue to act as a facilitator, bringing together organizations and individuals with relevant expertise—like the Economic Development Council, Puget Sound Regional Council, the Workforce Development Council, and experts from the University of Washington—to discuss opportunities for further development.
 
	TrEE Meeting Date
	Topics
	Presenters
	Action

	March 18
	· Proposed Ordinance 2013-0408 (adopting updated Rural Economic Strategies Plan)

· Proposed Motion 2014-0058 (living wage policy)




· Pay Equity for County Employees (gender)

	· Rick Bautista, Council Staff





· Dr. Diana Pearce, Director, Center for Women’s Welfare, Univ. of Washington
· Nick Wagner, Council Staff

· Kendall LeVan Hodson and James Fournier, HRD

	· Briefing






· Briefing






· Briefing


	April 1
	· Pay Equity for County Employees (race and ethnicity)
	· Nancy Buonanno Grennan, Kendall LeVan Hodson, James Fournier, HRD

	· Briefing

	April 15
	· Proposed Motion 2014-0102 (supporting Skykomish Valley economic development, recreation, and conservation initiative)

	· Bob Burns, Deputy Director, DNRP
· Charlie Raines, Forest Conservation Director, Forterra
· Mayor Tony Grider, Town of Skykomish
· Mary Bourguinon, Council Staff
	· Briefing and reported out of committee (adopted by full Council on April 28)


	July 15
July 29
	· Proposed Ordinance 2014-0299 (living wage ordinance)

	· Ken Guy, Finance Director, FBOD, DES
· Nick Wagner, Council Staff

	· Briefings

	August 19 special meeting at 21 Acres in Woodinville
	· Proposed Ordinance 2013-0408 (adopting updated Rural Economic Strategies Plan)

· Local Economic Development






· Regional Economic Development


	· Erin Auzins and Christine Jensen, Council Staff




· Greg Lill, President, CEO, and Co-Owner, Delille Cellars
· John Taylor, Assistant Division Director, DNRP

· Tom Norwalk, President & CEO, Visit Seattle
· Suzanne Dale Estey, President & CEO, Economic Development Council of Seattle and King County
· Patrick Pierce, Program Manager, PSRC’s Prosperity Partnership

	· Briefing






· Briefing







· Briefing

	September 2
September 16
	· Proposed Ordinance 2013-0408 (adopting updated Rural Economic Strategies Plan)

· Proposed Ordinance 2014-0299 (living wage ordinance)

	· Erin Auzins, 
Council Staff





· Nick Wagner,
Council Staff

	· Briefings






· Briefing and reported out of committee (adopted by full Council on October 6)


	December 2
	· Proposed Ordinance 2013-0408 (adopting updated Rural Economic Strategies Plan)

	· Erin Auzins, 
Council Staff

	· Reported out of committee (adopted by full Council on December 15)

	Early 2015
	Follow-up discussion of economic development strategies

What are the region’s economic development priorities and who should be involved?

What can King County do to help?
	Possible invitees:
· John B. Sternlicht, Economic Development Policy Advisor, Office of the County Executive
· Other executive staff
· Speakers from previous meetings
· Workforce Development Council
· Seattle Office of Economic Development
· Prof. William Bradford, University of Washington Foster School of Business (if available)

	· To be determined.


	Mid-late 2015
	Potential legislative actions as appropriate, based on the foregoing meetings and discussions
	· Council staff
· Executive staff
· Economic development partners
· Stakeholders

	· To be determined.







