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August 8, 2014
The Honorable Larry Phillips
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Phillips:
This letter transmits three ordinances that will enable King County to take over existing leases for the Department of Public Defense (DPD.) The leased sites are located at the Watermark Tower in Seattle, the Prefontaine Building in Seattle, and the Jefferson Building in Seattle. A fourth lease, for The Defender Association (TDA) space at the Central Building is expected to be submitted in the next two months. I request County Council action by December 31, 2014. 

Except for the Jefferson Building lease which retains needed proximity to the Youth Service Center, the  leases have been negotiated with early termination provisions to allow for eventual relocation and consolidation of DPD functions in the Yesler Building, pending County Council approval. This transaction is recommended per the rationale and considerations provided in the attached property summaries.
The leasing of these properties furthers the King County Strategic Plan goals of Justice and Safety, by ensuring fair and accessible justice systems, and Financial Stewardship, by planning for the long-term sustainability of County services.

Thank you for your consideration of these ordinances. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Kathy Brown, Director, Facilities Management Division, at 206-296-0630.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine

King County Executive

Enclosures
cc:
King County Councilmembers



ATTN:  Carolyn Busch, Interim Chief of Staff




  Anne Noris, Clerk of the Council


Carrie S. Cihak, Chief of Policy Development, King County Executive Office
Dwight Dively, Director, Office of Performance, Strategy and Budget

Caroline Whalen, County Administrative Officer and Director, Department of 

    Executive Services (DES)

Kathy Brown, Director, Facilities Management Division (FMD), DES


Gail Houser, Manager, Real Estate Services, FMD, DES

David Chapman, Interim Director, Department of Public Defense
