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SUBJECT	

An update on the collection and recycling of the “organics” part of the solid waste stream, coordinated through the partnership of the Solid Waste Division, cities, and private collection and processing entities.  

SUMMARY

The Waste Reduction and Recycling Program of the Solid Waste Division coordinates the solid waste system’s participation in planning, support, facilitation and monitoring of organics collection and recycling, in partnership with cities and the private sector.  Program staff will describe key developments in organics collection and recycling, as well as the major participants in the system and their respective roles as a part of the briefing. 

Additionally, Committee Staff will supplement the briefing with a summary of the Wastewater Treatment Division’s processing of organics—specifically, materials such as fats, oils and grease.


Organics Recycling
Organics are the part of the solid waste stream that consists of yard waste such as grass clippings, leaves, and similar materials, as well as compostable food scraps , including fruits, vegetables, meat and dairy products, pastas, grains, breads, and soiled paper used in food preparation or handling.  

In 2011, 136,551 tons of yard waste were recycled by single family residents, with only 4,942 tons of yard waste disposed.  By comparison, in that same year, 11,689 tons of food scraps and food-soiled paper were recycled by single family residents, while 77,554 tons were disposed, according to the draft 2013 Solid Waste Comprehensive Plan.  This is the largest category of disposed material in the waste stream.

The primary processor for yard waste, food scraps, and food-soiled paper is Cedar Grove Composting, which processes organic materials into compost.    The processed compost is offered for sale locally.  Cedar Grove also offers collection of organics to businesses.

Rate Structure
Cities are implementing rate schedules intended to increase the rate of organics collection.  Ten cities, accounting for about 42 percent of single-family households in the county — have structured their residential collection rates to embed the cost of organics collection in the curbside garbage collection fee.  This provides an incentive for residents to reduce organics disposal with general garbage and maximize the use of recycling options.  In 2011, the average weight of garbage disposed per household in these ten cities was 17 percent less than the average for the rest of King County.  

Organics Recycling Technology
As noted, most organics currently are converted into compost.  However, there are ongoing discussions about an alternative technology that could further maximize the use of this resource.  A process called anaerobic digestion, in which methane gas is generated during decomposition, converts organics into green energy, which can be sold to power companies, helping to offset demand for fossil fuels.  The residual decomposed organic material can then be processed into compost.  
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