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Subject
End of 2014 Legislative Session Report
Purpose

This briefing provides a summary of the 2014 legislative session, in particular budget and policy bills of interest to the King County Board of Health and Public Health – Seattle & King County.  
Budget
A final 2014 supplemental operating budget was passed prior to the legislature adjourning sine die on March 13th.  This is the first time the Legislature has adjourned without the prospect of a special session in at least five years.  

Changes impacting public health include:
· Seattle – King County Department of Public Health - $12,685,521 includes the technical correction to Public Health Funding and maintains current funding levels. 
· Tobacco & Marijuana Prevention - $1,500,000 in one-time funding is provided for tobacco, marijuana and e-cigarette prevention aimed at youth. 

· State Health Care Innovation Plan - $1,200,000 is provided to fully develop and implement a five-year innovation plan to help transform public and private health purchasing and the delivery of health care with the goal of achieving better health care and lower health care costs.
· Healthiest Next Generation Initiative - $350,000 is provided for the Department of Health to partner with the Office of Superintendent of Public Instruction and the Department of Early Learning on a comprehensive childhood obesity prevention project. This one-time appropriation will also fund a commission to complete a report with strategies for the Legislature.
· Federal Basic Health Option Planning – No funding was provided for the design, development, and fiscal modeling of a Basic Health Plan option. 
· Medicaid Plan Choice - $390,000 is provided to implement functionality that will allow Medicaid clients to select the Medicaid managed care organization of their choice within the Washington Healthplanfinder online marketplace. This option will be available in Fiscal Year 2015. This small investment leverages a 90/10 federal match, bringing in approximately $3.9 million in federal dollars.
Policy Bills (Passed)
The following is a complete summary of those bills tracked by Public Health that passed the legislature:
· HB 2388: Regarding expenditures from the public health supplemental account – Support – Authorizes expenditures from the public health supplemental account to include funding for staff. The bill was delivered to the Governor on March 12th for signing.
· HB 2572: Concerning the effectiveness of health care purchasing and transforming the health care delivery system – Support – Relating to improving the effectiveness of health care purchasing and transforming the health care delivery system by advancing value-based purchasing, promoting community health, and providing greater integration of chronic illness care and needed social supports. The bill was delivered to the Governor on March 13th for signing.
· SB 6065: Protecting children under the age of eighteen from the harmful effects of exposure to ultraviolet radiation associated with tanning devices – Support – Prohibits anyone younger than age 18 from using an ultraviolet tanning bed. A tanning facility that violates this law may be liable for a civil penalty of no more than $250 per violation. The bill was delivered to the Governor on March 13th for signing.
· SB 6265: Concerning state and local agencies that obtain patient health care information – Support – Requires the Department of Health to maintain confidentiality of patient discharge data it collects. Authorizes health enrollment navigators to only request health care information that is relevant to the specific assessment or recommendation of health plan options. The bill was delivered to the Governor on March 13th for signing.
Policy Bills (Not Passed)

The following is a complete summary of those bills tracked by Public Health that did not pass the legislature. It is possible that language from these bills will be submitted as new bills next year.
· HI/SI 594: Gun Sales Background Check – Support – Applies background checks universally to any gun purchase, closing the “gun show loophole”. Public hearings were held in both the House and the Senate, but the bills initiatives did not make it to either floor for a vote. Therefore, the initiative will be included on the November ballot. 
· HI/SI 591: Protecting Gun and Other Firearm Rights – Oppose – The bill would make it unlawful for any government agency to require background checks on a firearm unless a uniform national standard exists. Public hearings were held in both the House and the Senate, but the bills initiatives did not make it to either floor for a vote. Therefore, the initiative will be included on the November ballot. 
· HB 1294 (SB 5181): Concerning Flame Retardants – Monitor – The bill prohibits the sale, manufacture, or distribution of children’s products or residential upholstered furniture containing flame retardants identified as hazardous to children’s health. The bill did not make it out of Senate Rules.
· HB 1538: Public Health Nurse Dispensing Bill – Support – The bill codified existing practices and protects public health nurse licenses by allowing a public health nurse to dispense a drug or device for communicable disease prevention and treatment or family planning. The bill did not make it out of Senate Rules.
· HB 2086: Concerning Smoking in Motor Vehicles Carrying Minors – Monitor –  The bill makes it a traffic infraction if a person smokes a lighted pipe, cigar or cigarette in a moving or parked motor vehicle carrying a person under the age of eighteen. The bill died in House Rules.
· HB 2321: Dental Professionals – Support – Creates two new professions: licensed dental practitioners and licensed dental hygiene practitioners. The bill did not make it out of House Health Care & Wellness.
· HB 2337: Concerning public-private financing for prevention-focused social services and health care services – Support with amendments – Establishes a Washington social investment committee to develop and monitor at least one pilot prevention-focused program, financed by social impact bonds or other public-private financing models. Bill was referred to, but never heard in House Appropriations. 
· HB 2536 (SB 6444): Creating the breakfast after the bell program – Monitor – Establishes a three-year, phased-in process for providing breakfast after the bell in high need schools. Bill died in Senate Ways & Means.
· HB 2643: Concerning efforts with private and public partnerships to produce Washington’s healthiest next generation – Support – Creates the governor’s council for the healthier next generation to identify policy related action plans and funding recommendations based on data, best practices, and expert opinion that protect children’s health and support community-level changes. Directs the governor to discontinue the council upon a determination of reduced need or resources. Although the bill died in Senate Ways & Means, $350,000 was provided in the 2014 supplemental operating budget. 
· HB 2795 (SB 6569): Clarifying laws related to tobacco substitutes – Support with amendments – Imposes a 75% tax on tobacco substitutes and requires that taxes collected be deposited in the education legacy trust account. Bill died in House Rules.
· SSB 6474: Providing requirements for navigators associated with the health benefit exchange – Oppose – Requires navigators associated with the Health Exchange to furnish background check information and prohibits them from requesting health information that is not relevant to health plan options. Bill died in Senate Rules.
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