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SUBJECT

An ordinance relating to the SeaShore Transportation Forum (SeaShore), the Eastside Transportation Partnership (ETP), and the South County Area Transportation Board (SCATBd), authorizing the Executive to enter into agreements for their continuation and committing to King County staff support through 2017.
SUMMARY
Proposed Ordinance 2013-0503 approves revised interlocal agreements for the three area transportation forums that were established in the 1990s to provide input to King County Metro Transit, Sound Transit, and other transportation providers.
SUPPORT OF THE STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
Although Proposed Ordinance 2013-0503 was not identified as a specific action in the Strategic Climate Action Plan (SCAP), by extending the life of three multi-agency transportation forums, it gives King County additional opportunities to discuss the SCAP and potential County collaboration with cities in such SCAP goal areas as:

· Transportation and Land Use - King County will reduce the need for driving and provide and encourage the use of sustainable transportation choices such as public transit, alternative technology vehicles, ridesharing, walking and bicycling.

· Energy - King County will help reduce energy use by County residents and by business and other partners and will support development of increasing amounts of local renewable energy.

· Preparing for Climate Change Impacts - King County will work with local cities and other partners to prepare for the effects of climate change on the environment, human health and the economy.

BACKGROUND

ETP was officially formed in 1991, SCATBd in 1992, and SeaShore in 1995.  Each group shares information about local and regional transportation issues at monthly meetings and provides input to the King County Metro Transit Division, Sound Transit, and other transportation agencies.  Members pay nominal dues; as designated lead agency, the County provides staff support and is exempt from paying dues.  The County Executive and two Councilmembers may serve on each Board; the designate member can designate an alternate who can vote in the member’s absence.
Prior to enactment of the current Strategic Plan for Public Transportation 2011-2021 and King County Metro Service Guidelines, Metro Transit bus service was allocated by subarea.  As initially approved and extended, the ETP, SeaShore, and SCATBd agreements represented the subareas and provided the County with geographic-focused input on Metro Transit policy.
Reflecting the County transition from Metro Transit subareas to a service framework relying on corridors connecting Transit Activity Centers, each new agreement refers in general terms to the area of the County it covers, and does not use the term subarea.
Other changes include revisions to the membership lists:  The County and the cities within the area are members with full voting rights.  These members can vote on:
(1) Administrative matters;
(2) Recommendations to King County on Metro Transit planning, development and implementation of products and services;
(3) Recommendations to Sound Transit; and 

(4) Identification of projects for the Puget Sound Regional Council (PSRC) regional transportation project competition (if approved in the PSRC rules for the competition).
By unanimous vote, the members with full voting rights can approve members with partial voting rights
 and non-voting members.  The topics that partial voting members can vote on would be defined by the full voting members and could include general recommendations to the Washington State Department of Transportation, the PSRC, the State Legislature, and federal policymakers.
The King County Department of Transportation continues to serve as the designated lead agency for each forum.  King County is not required to pay dues but takes full responsibility for the costs of staff support, subject to appropriations.  If King County finds itself unable to support the staff costs and other parties did not want to modify the respective agreement, King County would have the option of withdrawing its membership.

AMENDMENT

The Council’s legal counsel recommends a revision to the proposed ordinance (Attachment 7), to clarify the language authorizing the Executive to sign the agreements and to direct that the Executive seek Council approval for any changes to the agreements other than extending their duration.

ANALYSIS/REASONABLENESS

The three area transportation boards are useful forums for the County, cities, and other agencies to discuss transportation issues and build consensus.  The new agreements accurately describe the boards’ responsibilities with respect to King County Metro Transit policies and services.  Recommendations to the King County government are not binding and the County has the option to withdraw from each forum at its own discretion.  Given this background, approval of the proposed ordinance with the amendment constitutes a reasonable business decision.
ATTACHMENTS
1. Proposed Ordinance 2013-0503
2. Attachment A, SeaShore Transportation Forum
3. Attachment B, Eastside Transportation Partnership
4. Attachment C, South County Area Transportation Board
5. Executive’s Transmittal Letter

6. Fiscal Note

7. Draft amendment to Proposed Ordinance 2013-0503
�For SeaShore and SCATBd, the addition of limited voting members and non-voting members is by unanimous vote of the parties to the agreement present at a meeting; for ETP, this action is by unanimous vote of the parties to the agreement at a meeting (if one or more parties is absent, the vote would not be in order).
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