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SUBJECT

Proposed Ordinance 2013-0440 would approve the City of Auburn (“City”) Comprehensive Water Plan (“Plan”). 

SUMMARY

Council approval of water utility comprehensive plans is required by County Code as a prerequisite for operating in unincorporated King County, granting right of way construction permits, granting new or renewed franchises, and service boundary annexations.  The City of Auburn's water system provides service to an area that includes acreage within the city limits and potential annexation areas. 

BACKGROUND

King County Utility Comprehensive Plan Criteria

King County Code Chapter 13.24 requires the Utilities Technical Review Committee ("UTRC") to review and make recommendations to the Executive and County Council on the adequacy of all water system comprehensive plans and related matters, and to determine whether the plan:
· is consistent with local comprehensive plans,
· is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan,
· reflects current supply and demand,
· forecasts future supply and demand, 
· provides a capital plan for obtaining, using, storing and conveying water and sewage, and 
· provides sufficient information to demonstrate the utility district’s ability to provide service consistent with all applicable laws and regulations.

In addition to satisfying the requirement of KCC Chapter 13.24, the County's approval also provides the determination for state regulatory agencies that the plan is consistent with the King County Comprehensive Plan and related policies and implementing development regulations.  See RCW 43.20.260.

UTRC ANALYSIS OF THE CITY OF AUBURN COMPREHENSIVE WATER PLAN 

The UTRC finalized its review of the Plan update on June 19 2013, and found it to meet the requirements of KCC chapter 13.24 and recommended its approval.  Highlights of the Plan, as reviewed by the UTRC, are outlined below. 

Service Area  The City’s water system provides service to an area that largely follows the city limits and adjoining areas.  The water distribution system serves four service areas, including the valley floor service area, Lea Hill, the Academy service area, and Lakeland Hills. The City’s retail water service area is bordered by nine adjacent water systems.  The retail water service area was initially defined through the South King County Coordinated Water Supply Plan in 1989; an area of Pierce County was added to the service area in 1977 through the Pierce County Coordinated Water System plan.  The City’s water system provides service to approximately 50,000 people, through 12,947 retail accounts, according to the Plan.  In addition, the City has wholesale agreements to sell water to the City of Algona and Water District #111.  

Facilities  The City produces its water from ten wells and to spring sources.  The system can provide a total supply of 16.5 million gallons per day (“mgd”).  The City operates pump stations to move water through the pipe network at required service pressures; the current transmission and distribution system includes 250 miles of pipeline of varying sizes.  The system includes 14.7 million gallons of water storage in seven water reservoirs located within the service area.  Water treatment includes chlorination, corrosion control, and metals removal; almost all wells are equipped with some level of treatment.

Growth  It is estimated that by 2028, the City will need an additional 8.3 million gallons daily of reliable pumping capacity to serve retail customers, Algona, and the Muckelshoot Indian Tribe.  The City has developed a strategy to meet the demand, which includes the following elements: 
· improvement to the existing system, which could add an additional 3.2 mgd of pumping capacity;
· purchase of an additional 3.3 mgd from adjacent purveyors; by 2018, the City plans to have 3.74 mgd of emergency interties to back up the system;
· the plan estimates a need of an additional 1.7 mgd of water rights; the City has an application in to the Washington State Department of Ecology for new primary water rights;
· the use of reclaimed water, which could address water needs for irrigation, landscaping, manufacturing, industrial operations, and aquifer recharge.  The plan proposes a reclaimed water evaluation project, and participation in local and regional planning for wastewater reuse.
· reduction of demand through a continued water conservation program.


System Improvements  The plan identifies a mix of projects to improve capacity, including well rehabilitation, pump station backup power, new pump station capacity, intertie infrastructure, and distribution improvements; these amount to $11,757,000 in improvements over a six year period.  Additional non-capacity projects include a new reservoir, a well inspection/redevelopment program, a facilities evaluation study, booster pump station, a waterline replacement, and similar projects; these amount to $23,034,000 over six years.  Total projected cost for system improvements is projected at $34,791,000.

SEPA  The City issued a SEPA Determination of Non-Significance for the Plan on August 6, 2009. There were no appeals.  

ATTACHMENTS

1.  Proposed Ordinance 2013-0440 without attachment of the City of Auburn Water System Comprehensive Plan, which is available upon request.
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