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SUBJECT

Today’s briefing will present the recommendations of the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee for allocation of program funding for Conservation Futures Tax ("CFT") and Parks Levy open space projects for 2014. 

SUMMARY

Each year, the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee prepares recommendations for CFT and Parks Levy open space acquisition project allocations. These recommendations are incorporated into the budget review process for the following year’s County budget. Members of the Conservation Futures Citizens Committee will present their recommendations for project allocations for 2014 to fund 39 projects with $9,299,916 in CFT and $6,000,000 in Parks Levy funds.

SUPPORT OF THE STRATEGIC CLIMATE ACTION PLAN 
The CFT and Parks Levy open space acquisition programs support the goals and objectives in the SCAP by acquiring and preserving open space, specifically:

Goal O.3: King County will acquire, manage and restore its parks and other natural lands in ways that maximize biological carbon storage and are resilient to changing climate conditions.

Objective O.3.1: Acquire and preserve forest lands.

Strategy A: Acquire, protect and conserve high-priority open space through a variety of means including fee-simple purchase, donations and purchase of conservation easements and covenants.



BACKGROUND

King County Code, Motion 12587 and Ordinance 17568 provide for a process for an annual allocation CFT and Parks Levy open space acquisition funds through a citizen-based review managed by the King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee. On an annual basis, the Citizens Committee present their funding recommendations, including the factors influencing those recommendations. These recommendations are then transmitted by the Executive as part of the next year's proposed budget.  

CFT funds are collected County-wide as a dedicated portion of the property tax and are, in accordance with state law and King County Code, available only for the acquisition of open space and resource lands. The CFT tax rate is $0.0625 per $1,000 of assessed value, the maximum allowed under state law. CFT is expected to generate approximately $8,761,820 in 2014. In addition, the recommendations include $527,096 in CFT funds that are being disappropriated from older CFT projects that were completed under budget or were abandoned, for a total of $9,288,916 from CFT.

The newly-approved Parks Levy provides funding for acquisition of open space, acquisition and development of trails, operations and maintenance of the countywide parks and recreation system, pass-through funding for local cities and the Woodland Park Zoo, and funding for the Community Partnership & Grants program. Approximately $7 million in levy funding is anticipated to be available for open space acquisition in 2014; and approximately $8.6 million will be available for the regional trails system and trailhead development and accessibility.[footnoteRef:1]  [1:  An additional $6.4 million is anticipated to be available in 2014 for the Eastside Rail Corridor and Lake to Sound Trail; and $1 million has been budgeted for bridge and trestle repairs on existing trails.] 


2014 Recommendations. The Citizens Committee received requests for $23,569,250 from 41 projects, and funded 39 project applications[footnoteRef:2] for a total of $9,288,916 from CFT and $6,000,000 from the Parks Levy. Project applications included: [2:  One project application from Redmond was not funded (Union Shares project near Evans Creek) due to concern about the urban growth boundary and lack of a willing seller; one project application from King County was not funded (Taylor Mountain Forest Addition) due to concern about owner willingness to sell.] 


· 25 applications from King County (3 of which are located in cities);
· 5 applications from Seattle; and
· 11 applications from suburban cities.

Members of the Citizens Committee visited each proposed project and met with project applicants. The Committee focused particular attention on projects’ ability to meet equity and social justice goals.

A list of the projects the Citizens Committee has recommended can be found on the next pages. A memorandum from the Citizens Committee detailing their recommendations is Attachment 2 to this staff report. 

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2014 FUNDING
King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee

	Jurisdiction
	Project
	Requested
	RECOMMENDED
	DIST

	
	
	
	CFT
	Levy
	

	Auburn
	Les Grove Park Expansion
	$650,000
	$325,000
	-
	7

	Bellevue
	Bellevue Greenways & Open Space
	$774,000
	$650,000
	-
	6

	Carnation (KC)
	Lower Tolt-Swiftwater
	$215,000
	$215,000
	-
	3

	Covington (KC)
	Soos Creek Park/Trail Addition 
	$198,000
	$99,000
	$99,000
	5&9

	Covington
	South Covington Park/Jenkins Crk
	$630,143
	$200,000
	-
	7

	Issaquah
	Issaquah Creek Waterways
	$250,000
	$250,000
	-
	3

	Kent
	Holiday Kennel Levee Setback
	$380,000
	$350,000
	-
	5

	Kirkland
	Warsinske (Juanita Heights Park)
	$197,562
	$197,562
	-
	1

	Normandy Pk
	Normandy Park Nearshore
	$252,920
	$252,920
	-
	5

	Redmond
	Bear Creek Rehabilitation
	$66,925
	$66,925
	-
	3

	Redmond
	Union Shares (Evans Creek)
	$500,000
	-
	-
	3

	Sammamish (KC)
	E. Lake Sammamish Trail
	$62,000
	-
	$62,000
	3

	Snoqualmie
	Snoqualmie Riverfront Reach
	$1,289,500
	$250,000
	-
	3

	Woodinville
	Little Bear Creek
	$200,000
	$100,000
	-
	1

	Seattle
	West Seattle Junction 
	$1,125,000
	$1,000,000
	-
	8

	Seattle
	Smith Cove Park Addition
	$875,000
	$875,000
	-
	4

	Seattle
	South Park Plaza
	$500,000
	$500,000
	-
	8

	Seattle
	Baker Park Addition
	$200,000
	$200,000
	-
	4

	Seattle
	48th and Charlestown
	$350,000
	$350,000
	-
	2

	King County
	(Tall Chief Golf Course) 
	$500,000
	$500,000
	-
	3

	King County
	Dairies in King County/TDR
	$500,000
	$400,000
	-
	TBD

	King County
	Griffin Creek Natural Area
	$734,000
	$210,000
	$300,000
	3

	King County
	Raging River Forest 
	$830,000
	$415,000
	$415,000
	3

	King County
	Snoqualmie-Fall City Reach Cons.
	$320,000
	$110,000
	$110,000
	3

	King County
	Tolt River Natural Area
	$920,200
	$100,000
	$400,000
	3

	King County
	Upper Bear Creek Waterways
	$175,000
	$175,000
	-
	3

	King County
	Cold Creek Natural Area Addition
	$870,000
	$25,000
	-
	3

	King County
	Cougar-Squak Corridor Addition
	$2,000,000
	$500,000
	$1,500,000
	9

	King County
	Issaquah Creek Conservation
	$1,200,000
	$50,000
	$400,000
	9

	King County
	Lower Cedar River Conservation
	$1,275,000
	$100,000
	$400,000
	9

	King County
	Sugarloaf Mountain Forest Access
	$160,000
	-
	$160,000
	9

	King County
	Taylor Mountain Forest Addition
	$500,000
	-
	-
	9



Continued on next page


RECOMMENDATIONS FOR 2014 FUNDING, Continued
King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee

	Jurisdiction
	Project
	Requested
	RECOMMENDED
	DIST

	
	
	
	CFT
	Levy
	

	King County
	Black Diamond Natural Area Add.
	$580,000
	$130,000
	$630,000
	9

	King County
	Green River Trail (Titus Pit #1)
	$145,000
	-
	$145,000
	5

	King County
	Middle Green River Acquisitions
	$1,770,000
	$392,000
	$524,000
	7&9

	King County
	Newaukum/Big Spring Creek
	$420,000
	$50,509
	$50,000
	9

	King County
	Pinnacle Peak Additions
	$330,000
	$50,000
	$150,000
	9

	King County
	Island Center Forest Addition
	$200,000
	-
	$155,000
	8

	King County
	Maury Island Additions
	$400,000
	-
	$50,000
	8

	King County
	Piner Point Natural Area
	$700,000
	$150,000
	$250,000
	8

	King County
	Shinglemill Creek Preserve & Trail
	$324,000
	$50,000
	$200,000
	8

	TOTAL
	
	$23,569,250
	$9,288,916
	$6,000,000
	



ATTACHMENTS

1. Transmittal Letter from Terry Lavender, Chair, King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee, July 1, 2013

2. King County Conservation Futures Citizens Committee, Recommendations for the Allocation of 2014 Conservation Futures Tax Levy Collections and 2014 Proposed King County Parks Levy – Regional Open Space Acquisition Fund, July 1, 2013
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