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	Eastside Rail Corridor
King County, WA
	Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit SMART, CA
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	Length of 
multi-use segment
	26.1 miles railbanked
· Railbanked area extends from Renton to Woodinville with spur to Redmond
· Railbanked area is part of larger, multi-county rail corridor
	70 miles total, mostly along Hwy 101
· 38 miles (North Santa Rosa to San Rafael) under construction
· 32 miles on the north and south ends of the corridor to be constructed when funding available

	Status
	Regional planning underway
	Under construction

	Types of uses
	Policy direction is for multiple uses, including:
· Rail transit: portions of railbanked area will be used for East Link light rail (20 hours/day service)
· Recreational trail: including biking, hiking
· Utility uses 
	· Passenger trains (commuter rail) on standard gauge tracks offering rush hour service + limited mid-day and weekend trips 
(70 miles, 14 stations)
· Bike/pedestrian trail (70 miles)
· Freight (42 miles, shared easement with passenger trains)

	Relevance to ERC
	
	· Long, multi-use corridor
· Highly constrained due to topography 
· Freight to share rails with commuter rail service
· Significant community engagement through two ballot measures




COMPARISON OF MULTI-USE CORRIDORS

	
	Eastside Rail Corridor
King County, WA
	Sonoma Marin Area Rail Transit SMART, CA

	Physical description and constraints
	· North/south corridor through major suburban downtowns and employment centers
· Mostly 100 feet wide, but many pinch points, where corridor is 30 feet wide or less
· Several bridges and trestles, including the Wilburton Trestle(975 feet), missing link in area of former Wilburton Tunnel
· Approximately 60 on-grade road crossings
	· Open agricultural land, wineries, wetlands, residential, industrial 
· 59 existing railroad trestle bridges and three major bridges 
· Two tunnels > 1,000 feet each 
· Mostly 60-80 feet wide, but up to 150 feet wide, and as low as 30 feet: on approximately 17 miles, trail must be moved off corridor
· Corridor is single-tracked, so commuter rail headway will be limited to 30 min.
· 73 on-grade public road crossings

	Owners & Operators
	· King County
· Sound Transit
· City of Kirkland 
· City of Redmond
· Puget Sound Energy
	· Sonoma-Marin Area Rail Transit (SMART) will construct and operate passenger trains and trail
· North Coast Railroad Authority (NCRA) owns a freight easement and will operate freight 

	Map Thumbnails
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	Cost and 
funding sources
	Development costs to be determined
	· 1/4 cent voter-approved sales tax for 20 years (2009-2029) will raise $845M for construction and operations
· Construction cost estimate $590M (including $91M for trail)
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	Springwater Corridor
Portland, OR
	Hiawatha LRT (Blue Line) & SW LRT (Green Line) – Minneapolis, MN

	Location
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	Corridor Thumbnail
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	Length of 
multi-use segment
	21.5 miles from Portland to Boring
· 16.5 mile Springwater Corridor along Johnson Creek
· 4 mile Springwater on Willamette Corridor on Willamette River
· 1.0 mile Sellwood Gap
	Blue Line 6 miles, SW (Green Line) to be 15 miles 
· Trails parallel both lines
· Light rail lines connect Target Field stadium, downtown Minneapolis, airport, and Mall of America to suburbs and job growth areas

	Status
	Developed in phases since 1990
Sellwood Gap area under construction
	Blue Line in operation since 2004
SW (Green Line) planned to open 2018

	Types of uses
	· Bike/pedestrian trail 
(eventually 21.5 miles)
· Equestrian trail (16.5 miles)
· Utility uses: two overhead electric transmission lines (21.5 miles)
· Freight (app 5 miles, in Sellwood Gap and Springwater on the Willamette areas)
	· Light rail: Part of regional light rail system (20 hours/day service)
· Recreational trail: bicyclists, walkers, joggers 
· Freight will either be co-located or relocated in SW LRT.  Analysis currently underway.

	Relevance to ERC
	· Trail easement in Sellwood Gap area was purchased from a railroad
· Rails and utility lines may be moved in Sellwood Gap area
· Many constrained areas
· Corridor part of regional trail system
	· Light rail service will operate 20 hours/day, similar to Sound Transit
· Collaborative planning approach being used
· SW corridor was used for interim trails between 1990s and present
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	Springwater Corridor
Portland, OR
	Hiawatha LRT (Blue Line) & SW LRT (Green Line) – Minneapolis, MN

	Physical description and constraints
	· Buttes, wildlife habitat, and riparian zones
· Eleven trestles (10 creek crossings)
· Ranges from 30 to 200 feet wide; 100 feet wide in most areas
· Rail use has ceased in all but Sellwood Gap and Springwater on the Willamette areas
· Six major and 28 minor public road crossings, plus many private drives
· Springwater Corridor is part of 40-Mile Loop regional trail system
	· Blue Line: connects to Minneapolis Midtown Greenway and eventually, to the Southwest Light Rail Transitway 
· SW (Green Line): passes through downtown Minneapolis, warehouse districts, suburbs and job centers
· SW corridor is 100-120 feet wide but with two pinch points to as narrow as 48 feet
· Some areas of corridor are below grade, many bridges, limited ability to excavate to make wider ROW

	Owners & Operators
	· City of Portland owner, manager, developer, Interim Trail Sponsor
· Metro purchased Sellwood Gap and Springwater on the Willamette easement from Oregon Pacific RR
· Portland General Electric has overhead utility easement (Private)
	· Hennepin County Regional Railroad Authority originally purchased rail lines
· Metro Transit owns light rail line 
· Twin City and Western RR is short line railroad active in SW corridor

	Map Thumbnails
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	Cost and 
funding sources
	· Most of corridor was developed in 1990s and early 2000s 
	· Blue Line: $715 million, with $334 million from federal government
· SW (Green Line): $865M-$1.4B (estimate in 2015 dollars)
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	Santa Cruz Coastal Rail Trail
	West Rail Line (RTD FasTracks)
Denver, CO

	Location
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	[image: ]
	[image: ]

	Length of 
multi-use segment
	31 mile corridor in Santa Cruz County
· A subsection of both the California Coastal Trail and the Monterey Bay Sanctuary Scenic Trail
· Between Davenport and Watsonville
	12.1 miles total, Denver to Golden
· Part of a 122-mile light rail, commuter rail, and bus rapid transit system
· “Ride West” includes 4 miles of bike/pedestrian paths, plus bike lanes on streets and widened sidewalks

	Status
	Master plan completed 2012
	Opened April 2013

	Types of uses
	· Freight and excursion train service
· Bike/pedestrian trail
	· Light rail trains serving 12 stations, with 20 at-grade crossings, 10 light rail bridges, two light rail tunnels 
(12.1 miles, 12 stations)
· Bike/pedestrian trail (4 miles, plus bike lanes on adjacent streets)
· Utilities (to serve stations, adjoining communities)

	Relevance to ERC
	· Corridor intended for multiple uses, including freight and excursion rail
· Pinch points are common; many areas with limited space for multiple uses
	· Light rail line with adjacent trail
· Part of regional transit system
· Serves city center and suburban area
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	Santa Cruz Coastal Rail Trail
	West Rail Line (RTD FasTracks)
Denver, CO

	Physical description and constraints
	· Environments vary from wild and scenic coastal bluffs to agricultural lands to urban recreational boardwalk and commercial zones. 
· Many pinch points with limited space for shared use.  Right-of-way often significantly less than 100 feet (corridor on average 50-60 feet wide).
· 37 bridges and trestles
· Numerous environmentally sensitive habitat areas, i.e., wetlands, pine forests, dune habitats and fish-bearing streams.
	· Land uses are residential, commercial, industrial, major stadium. Connects Denver city center to Golden. 
· 20 at-grade crossings
· 16 bridges (3 for pedestrians) and 3 tunnels (1 for pedestrians)
· Terrain is rolling, with a number of creek and gulches (ephemeral water bodies)
· Rail line is single-tracked in 3-mile pinch point area (and to cut costs)

	Owners & Operators
	· Santa Cruz County Regional Transportation Commission (RTC) is owner 
· Santa Cruz and Monterey Bay Railway is short-line operator.
· Monterey County Transportation Agency is responsible for Monterey County portion 
	· Regional Transportation District purchased right-of-way in the 1980s and operates the system 

	Map Thumbnails
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	Cost and 
funding sources
	· Santa Cruz Regional Transportation Commission purchased Santa Cruz Branch Rail Line RR from Union Pacific for $14.2 million.  
· Estimated cost of trail development $88 million, excluding allied costs
	· 4/10 cent voter-approved sales tax in 2004
· West Line construction cost: $700 million
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	Capital MetroRail Red Line
Austin, TX
	Lackawanna Cutoff
New Jersey Transit

	Location
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	Corridor Thumbnail
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	Length of 
multi-use segment
	32 miles from Austin to Leander
· Uses existing, active freight tracks
· Connects downtown Austin with northern suburbs
· Connected to larger regional trail and transit network, but limited trail on corridor
	133 miles from Midtown, NJ to Scranton, PA
· Single track commuter rail
· Some parts of corridor already have active commuter service; 88 miles of new rail construction
· No trail component

	Status
	Opened in March 2010
	7.3 miles to open in 2014
(Port Morris, NJ to Andover, NJ)

	Types of uses
	· Diesel multiple unit trains (DMUs) (32 miles, 9 stations)
· Bike/pedestrian trail 
(0.9 miles under construction, remainder is not on corridor – existing bike network)
· Freight (still in operation along the corridor)
	· Commuter rail (goal is for 133 miles) rush hour service with 45-minute headway
· Freight (active freight service in PA portion, approx. 60 miles)

	Relevance to ERC
	· Combines passenger rail and freight
· Pinch points along corridor have made trail development difficult and expensive
· Multiple votes needed to gain funding
	· Development of passenger rail on abandoned freight line
· NOTE: No trail component to this project




COMPARISON OF MULTI-USE CORRIDORS

	
	Capital MetroRail Red Line
Austin, TX
	Lackawanna Cutoff
New Jersey Transit

	Physical description and constraints
	· Corridor stretches from urban center through suburban area
· Single-tracked except in four areas with passing sidings (totaling 3.6 miles)
· Capital Metro contracts with private freight operator to transport freight through the corridor
· Corridor width is as narrow as 50 feet in places, includes 42 bridges within the 32-mile passenger corridor
	· Significant topographic challenges (Delaware Water Gap, Pocono Mountains) addressed with multiple bridges and trestles
· The corridor is generally composed of rural land, low-density residential development and farmland, with one urban center (Scranton) and several small towns

	Owners & Operators
	· Capital Metropolitan Transportation Authority and City of Austin purchased 162 miles of right-of-way in 1986 (currently used for freight)
· City of Austin will own the new bike trail. (City is also planning an electric in-city urban rail system)
	· State of New Jersey (New Jersey Transit) acquired corridor in 2001. It was abandoned by Conrail in 1983.
· Partners include Federal Transit Administration, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, PA Dep’t of Transportation (PennDOT), the Counties of Morris, Sussex and Warren in NJ, and the Counties of Monroe and Lackawanna in PA

	Map Thumbnails
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	Cost and 
funding sources
	· 1% sales tax ratified in 2004 for Red Line
· Red Line construction cost: $100 million
	· $37 million for 7.3 miles (funded through state and federal funds)
· Estimated $551 million for full project (not yet funded)
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	Redmond Central Connector
Redmond, WA (ERC Redmond Spur)
	

	Location
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	Corridor Thumbnail
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	Length of 
multi-use segment
	3.9 miles within City of Redmond, WA
· Part of Redmond Spur of Eastside Rail Corridor
· Planned to be terminus station of Sound Transit East Link
· Trail along length
	

	Status
	Master plan completed
Interim trail in Downtown to open 2013
	

	Types of uses
	· Bike/pedestrian trail on entire length within Redmond, part of 12-acre linear park in Downtown area
· Wastewater utilities below ground (though no easement for Puget Sound Energy in this segment)
· Light rail (when funded) will be terminus station for East Link
	

	Relevance to ERC
	· Part of ERC
· Will have trail and light rail, plus wastewater below ground
· Attention to adjacent land uses
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	Redmond Central Connector
Redmond, WA (ERC Redmond Spur)
	

	Physical description and constraints
	· This part of Redmond Spur travels through rural area, along golf course, and into Downtown Redmond
· Pinch point near proposed light rail station addressed by city purchasing property and using street right-of-way
· Numerous street crossings that will be addressed with paving treatment
· Trestle over Sammamish River
· Connects multiple trails
	

	Owners & Operators
	· City of Redmond purchased from the Port of Seattle in 2010
· Sound Transit has transit easements on segment
· King County has asked Surface Transportation Board to allow Redmond to be Interim Trail Sponsor for railbanking
	

	Map Thumbnails
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	Cost and 
funding sources
	· $10 million for purchase
· $3.9 million for Phase I (interim trail, art, crossings for “Downtown Mile”)
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