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SUBJECT:   
 A briefing to provide an overview of future levies and ballot measures in King County. 
SUMMARY:

The following is a summary of the anticipated ballot measures for major levy renewals and new levies in King County over the next four years. Staff is continuing to research ‘smaller’ anticipated measures.  The King County Tax Assessor has produced a summary of ‘Active Voter Approved Property Tax Measures’ (Attachment 1) that is provided for reference also.
	 Potential future ballot measures


	The city of Seattle, King County and Seattle Public Schools all have additional property-tax measures that could be sent to the voters over the next five years.

	Year
	Jurisdiction
	Measure

	2012
	Seattle
	Library levy, $123 million

	
	Seattle
	Sea-wall waterfront, $250 million (estimate)

	
	Seattle
	Fire facilities (expires)

	
	King County
	Juvenile Justice Center $200 million

	
	King County
	Automated Fingerprint Information Systems (renewal)

	2013
	King County
	Medic 1 emergency medical services (renewal)

	
	King County
	Parks open space (renewal)

	
	King County
	Radio Replacement (for police, fire & other responders) $330 million

	
	Seattle Schools
	District operations, capital levies, up to est. $1.3 billion

	2014
	Seattle
	Parks open space (renewal)

	
	Seattle
	Pike Place Market (expires)

	2015
	Seattle
	Bridging the Gap transportation levy (renewal)

	2016
	Seattle
	Low-income housing (renewal)

	
	
	

	


BACKGROUND:

Seattle Library Levy (August 2012 - $122.6 million)
The proposed ordinance would submit a $122,630,099 seven-year Library Levy (“Levy”) package to the voters of Seattle for their approval in August of 2012.  The proposed Levy would be raised under the provisions of RCW 84.55.050, which allows a city to obtain voter approval to exceed the “lid” on regular property taxes for any purposes.  Levy proceeds would be intended to support the following four categories of library services for the period January 2013-December 2019: Open hours and access, collections; technology and maintenance of facilities.
Seattle Seawall Replacement Project (2012/2013? - $250 million)
The Elliott Bay Seawall, which runs from Washington Street to Broad Street along the waterfront, was built between 1916 and 1934. It has deteriorated significantly in the ensuing years and could fail in the event of a moderate to large earthquake, or even a large storm. While the city of Seattle has committed over $3 million to temporary repairs of the seawall since the Nisqually Earthquake, the seawall is a public safety hazard that must be replaced. 
The current plan calls for replacing the seawall in two phases. The first phase is from Washington Street to Pike Street, with construction expected to begin in 2013. The second phase, from Pike Street north to Broad Street, would follow as funding is secured. The goal is to have Phase 1 construction completed before the existing Alaskan Way Viaduct is demolished in 2016.

King County Juvenile Justice Facility (August 2012 - $200 million) 
Legislation has been introduced that, if adopted, would ask the voters on the August election ballot to approve a nine-year property tax levy lid lift of 7 cents per $1,000 of assessed value. The levy would raise approximately $200 million for construction of a new Children and Family Justice Center. 

The proposed Children and Family Justice Center would replace the dilapidated King County Youth Services Center on its current site of 12th Avenue and Alder Street in Seattle. The center is the County’s central facility for cases involving children, which are among the most stressful for families—juvenile offender cases, child abandonment, abuse and neglect cases, and cases involving runaways.
Automated Fingerprint Information Systems ‘AFIS’ (November 2012 - $100 million)
The Regional Automated Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) Program provides the technology, equipment, and staff to recover and process fingerprints from major crime scenes. AFIS Program is currently supported by a six-year property tax levy that expires in 2012.   The anticipated renewal proposal at 5.56 cents per $1,000 of assessed value, which is just below the 5.68 cents approved by voters back in 2006.  The levy renewal will also provide for the much needed replacement of the AFIS Processing Lab.
Medic One - Emergency Medical Services (2013)
The Medic One/Emergency Medical Services (EMS) system provides essential life saving services to people throughout King County. With an international reputation for innovation and excellence, the King County Medic One/EMS system offers uniform medical care regardless of location, incident circumstances, day of the week, or time of day. It continues to have the highest reported survival rates in the treatment of out-of-hospital cardiac arrest patients across the nation. 

The Medic One/EMS system is funded with a 6-year EMS levy. The current levy rate of 30 cents per $1,000 of assessed value expires on December 31, 2013. Under state law, the levy can be reauthorized for 6 years, 10 years, or for an indefinite amount of time, at a maximum rate of $.50 per $1,000 AV. Historically, King County has never exceeded $.30 per $1,000 AV, and the average length of each levy has been 6 years.
Prior to being placed on the ballot for voter approval, the Medic One/EMS 2014-2019 Strategic Plan and recommended EMS levy rate must be approved by the councils of all cities over 50,000 in population and the King County Council. There are nine cities over 50,000, including Auburn, Bellevue, Federal Way, Kent, Kirkland, Redmond, Renton, Seattle, and Shoreline. Representatives from each of the nine cities are serving on the EMS Advisory Task Force.

King County Parks -  Open Space Operating and Expansion Levies  (2013)
 A 5-cent per $1,000 of assessed value, 6-year operating and maintenance levy (approved in 2007) supports more than 25,000 acres of parks and regional facilities such as Marymoor Park, the King County Aquatic Center, Cougar Mountain Regional Wildland Park, and open space and 175 miles of trails (including portions of the Burke-Gilman Trail) owned and managed by King County — one of the largest systems in the country .  The levy expires in 2013. 
A companion 2007 voter-approved Parks Expansion Levy (also at 5 cents per $1,000 of assessed value) funds acquisitions for King County regional trails and open spaces; city trails and open spaces; and Woodland Park Zoo green space, education and conservation programs in the county. 
Sixty percent of the “Expansion” levy proceeds are being used to purchase open space parcels critical to regional watersheds and streams, acquire and develop rights of way for regional trails, and provide up to $500,000 annually for recreation-related capital grant programs. Of the remainder, 20 percent of the funds are reserved for Woodland Park Zoo projects and 20 percent for cities in King County for the purchase of trails, natural lands and open space. 

The operating-maintenance levy and expansion levy together raise about $32 million per year.
Radio Replacement Project  (2013/14?)
The emergency radio system in King County allows public safety communications for police, fire, emergency medical, public schools, and public hospital agencies within King County. It is also important for day to day business, such as school communications and county landfill operations. The emergency radio system in King County is jointly owned and operated by King County, City of Seattle, and Eastside Public Safety Communications Agency (EPSCA), and Valley Communications Center (ValleyCom). 
The existing system needs replacing because the current system is reaching the end of its useful life. The equipment vendor for King County’s system has begun withdrawing support for our equipment, selling new parts and repairing broken parts, a process that will proceed over several years. 
Preliminary estimates for replacement of the system in King County are $300 - $400 million, but there are many remaining policy and operational recommendations/decisions yet to be made.
Seattle City School District Operations and Capital levies,  (2013  - up to est. $1.3 billion)
On February 13, 2013, two Seattle School District levies will be on the ballot.  The first, an Operations Levy, will fund approximately 30% of the District’s operating budget.  The second, a Capital Levy (BEX IV), is proposed to fund building and infrastructure projects.  It is expected that BEX IV will, in part, be used to address over capacity issues in Seattle Schools by creating new or improved classroom space.
Seattle Parks and Green Spaces Levy  (2014)
This six-year levy funds improvements and acquisition of ‘green spaces’ (open spaces and greenbelts, and other open areas); neighborhood parks (existing parks, new parks identified in neighborhood plans, new parks identified in the Seattle's Parks and Recreation 2006 Development Plan, boulevards, and other properties purchased by the City for open-space and recreational purposes); and playfields (existing or new athletic fields, open play spaces, and similar areas, including spectator enhancements such as seating).

This levy raises $146 million over six years, from 2009 through 2014.  In the first two years of the levy, the funds have been used to add over 3 acres to the park system and completed 21 development projects with an additional 15 being completed by the end of 2011.

Seattle “Bridging the Gap” Transportation Levy (2015)
In November 2006, Seattle voters approved a 9-year, $365 million levy for transportation needs throughout the city.  Funds are being used for mmaintenance and enhancements. Approximately 65% of funding will be used for maintenance/repair of roads, bridges, sidewalks, and more. Nearly 25% of funding will be used for improvements for bikes, pedestrians and safety, and enhanced transit services. Around 10% of funding will be used for system enhancements, including Spokane St. viaduct, Lander St. overpass, Mercer corridor, and King St. station. The Neighborhood Street Fund will receive $1.5 million per year from the levy. 
Seattle Housing Levy (2016)
Since 1981, Seattle voters approved on bond and three levies to create and preserve affordable housing.  Seattle has now funded 10,000 affordable apartments for seniors, formerly homeless individuals and families, and low- to moderate-wage workers, plus provided loans to more than 600 first-time homebuyers and rental assistance to over 4,000 households.
The current levy will raise approximately $145 million from 2010 – 2016 and is expected to produce or preserve 1,850 affordable homes and assist 3,420 households.
Other King County property tax measures that will potentially be renewed/expanded 
Council staff is still collecting information on smaller cities’ ballot measures and anticipated renewals in the coming years.  For now staff can report, based on a tax assessor report, that in 2010:

· Voters approved replacement levies (M&O) for 15 school districts.

· Voters approved transportation levies for three school districts.

· Voters approved capital project levies for 11 school districts, and general obligation bonds for two school districts.

· Voters approved property tax levy lid lifts for the King County Library District, the City of Black Diamond, the City of Milton, and the City of Shoreline.

· Voters approved several new taxing districts, including Normandy Park Metropolitan Park District, Des Moines Pool Metropolitan Park District, and the Kent Regional Fire Authority District.

· Voters approved general obligation bonds for the Si View Metropolitan Park District and Fire District #49/51.

ATTACHMENTS:
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� Source:  Seattle City Council staff, as reported by the Seattle Times on April 2, 2012 and KC Executive staff





