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March 1, 2011
The Honorable Larry Gossett
Chair, King County Council

Room 1200

C O U R T H O U S E

Dear Councilmember Gossett:

As required by King County Code 20.18.60, I am transmitting to you a motion outlining the topical issues that I intend to address in the 2012 update to the King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP).  The 2012 update is a major four-year review of the KCCP.  By March 1, 2012, following an extensive review process and public involvement program, I will transmit my proposed 2012 amendments to the KCCP.   I am not proposing a 2011 King County Comprehensive Plan Update as no technical issues related to the KCCP require immediate attention.  
The enclosed Motion includes two attachments, also required by code:
· Attachment A:  2012 KCCP Update Topical Areas is the scope of issues I propose to address in the update, organized by chapter; and 

· Attachment B:  Work Plan for Public Outreach and SEPA Analysis is the proposed outline of the work program to obtain public comment throughout the process.  

The 2012 KCCP update comes at a critical juncture in county history.  First, 2012 will be a time of recovery from the serious economic difficulties we have been facing over the past few years that have had a profound impact on the way we provide services.  Our region’s prosperity and sustainability rely on local governments working in partnership to plan for the future.  The 2012 KCCP update presents an opportunity to help guide the county back to prosperity and create a stronger sense of place for current and future generations of residents.  Second, in the past three years since the last major update to the KCCP was adopted, significant changes have occurred in the policy environment related to the King County Comprehensive Plan (KCCP).  These include regional adoption of Vision 2040, pending updates to the Countywide Planning Policies, and adoption of the King County Strategic Plan.  In the 2012 update, all chapters of the KCCP will be reviewed and updated to ensure consistency with federal, State, regional and county-adopted policies and plans.

In addition to updates that bring the KCCP into alignment with the current policy environment, I am proposing that the 2012 KCCP update focus on the following key themes:

· The Regional Planning chapter updates will seek to strengthen the county’s commitment to regional partnerships and public engagement in order to ensure the most efficient and effective use of public funds and a high quality of life for all residents in King County.

· The Urban Communities chapter updates will focus on increasing the sustainability and social equity of all King County’s urban communities by strengthening the nexus of land use and housing with public transportation, jobs, schools, and social services.

· The Rural Area and Natural Resource Lands chapter updates will help to provide the flexibility needed for rural landowners and business owners to pursue rural- and resource-based livelihoods.

· The Environment chapter updates will improve the policy framework that supports the stewardship, protection, and restoration of water quality, biodiversity, and ecosystems while facilitating adaptation to changing conditions, such as climate change, population growth and public safety needs. 
· The Shoreline Master Program chapter will be updated to integrate King County’s Shoreline Master Program policies adopted in October 2010.   

· The Parks, Open Space and Cultural Resources chapter updates will better reflect King County’s regional role in protecting natural resources, providing recreational opportunities, and preserving historical and cultural heritage for all people in King County.

· The Transportation chapter updates will further refine the policy framework that guides efficient provision of vital transportation infrastructure and services that support thriving communities and the county’s participation in critical regional transportation issues.  The 2012 update will also reflect the county’s continuing transition to becoming a road service provider for a primarily rural roads system.     

· The Services, Facilities and Utilities chapter updates will focus on strengthening regional cooperation and coordination around critical community infrastructure including water supply, wastewater treatment, flood management, jail capacity, and solid waste.  Policies will be updated to reflect new and innovative approaches to energy efficiency, green building and environmental sustainability and will reinforce the important social and economic role King County’s facilities, services and utilities play in the region.

· The Economic Development chapter updates will recognize that sustainable economic development benefiting all people in King County requires visionary policies and strong partnerships to grow businesses, educate and train workers, and maintain and expand infrastructure while supporting the health of the natural and built environment.

· The Community Plan chapter updates will enhance the applicability of the community plan policies by focusing on specific community issues and eliminating those policies that relate to areas that have annexed to cities.

· The Implementation chapter updates will consolidate implementation elements of the KCCP and establish the link between the KCCP and the King County Strategic Plan through the creation of a performance measurement system that will be based on measureable goal statements to be added to each chapter.

In January, 2011, my staff briefed and sought input from community groups throughout the unincorporated area of the County on the scope of issues I am proposing for the 2012 KCCP update.  Approximately two hundred and fifty citizens attended these public outreach meetings.  As required by KCCP Policy RP-102, these groups included the Four Creeks Unincorporated Area Council, the Greater Maple Valley Area Council, the Upper Bear Creek Community Council, the West Hill Unincorporated Area Council, the North Highline Unincorporated Area Council, and the Vashon-Maury Island Community Council.  In addition, staff also briefed and sought input from the Rural Forest and Agriculture Commissions and conducted a public meeting in Fall City.    

My staff is available to assist the Council in their review of the proposed motion.  If you have any questions, please contact Lauren Smith, my Land Use Policy Advisor and Unincorporated Area Relations Manager, at 206-263-9606, or Paul Reitenbach, Comprehensive Plan Project Manager, at 206-296-6705.

Sincerely,

Dow Constantine 
King County Executive
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The Honorable Dan Satterberg, King County Prosecuting Attorney

The Honorable Bruce Hilyer, Presiding Judge, King County Superior Court
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